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Soviet military lesders urge increased civil dsfense efforts

On 2l April, both Pravda and Red Star carried scecounts of a eivil
defense meeting of the Moseow Oblast Defense Oroup (AKTIV). The meeting
wns addressed by Harshal Malinowski, chisf of the Soviet ground ferces,
Col., Omn. Belov, NOSAAF chief, and MaJ., Osn, Filippenke, earlier
jdentified as a tank division commsander., The speakers apparently eriti-
eiged DOSAAF and othar organisations in civil defense training. They
also ealled for increased civil defense work among the population
goupled with wider use of retired and reserve genersls for this training.
Avcording to the articles, the Meseow Chblast DOSAAF and Red Crose have
11,000 primary organisations with 1,500,000 members sngaged in eivil
defense activities. /[Hoscow Oblast population: 10,02, 000, y7

This is the first indigation of inereasmed c¢ivil defense activiiies
notad in the Soviet popular daily press in recent months. (C Moscow
Mk 115, 27 April 1957)

COMMENTS s

Xeyed to ithe recont acknowledgement that the USSR faces atomice
sbtack in case of general war, it is probable that Soviet leadsrs hope
further to widen public partieipsiion in civil defens=e training at this
tine, |

There ia little doubl that the Sgvisis have embarked on z pregram
which is zaimed at giving every citisen in the USSR & measure of stomie
eivil defense tralning, The 53R ean require civil defense serviee by
law. 2/ Publications 3/ and broadcasts 4/ have repeatedly eaphasised
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that all the population must receive appropriate defence training., ‘“ost
pepular level ¢ivil defense training is the responsibility of DISAAF;
the Fed Cross and Hed Crescent societies having responsibility for first
sid treining and the preparation of medical suxiliaries,

Training of DOSAAF instructors in Moscew for civil defense against
atomic weapons was first diselosed in a mid-1955 issue of Yoyemniye Znaaiys,
& DOSAAF monthly.S/ Local DOSAAF courses for the training of instructors
were reported during 1956, 6/ and some anti-atomic defense trainming for
"workers® ]/ was probably carried on in emterprises by DOSAAF umits. 5/
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Thls mesting of defense sctivists of the Moscow Oblast follows 2
similar confer«nce at Xiev (Jan 25). Listed as attending ths Xiev Oblast
confarence were DOSAAF leaders, chaimmen of city anéd rayen Exeeutive
Committess, secretaries of the Oblast and rayon Party Commitiees, and
Hprstals Budenny and Chuilkev, 11/ Tt seems probable that similer con-
ferencez would be held nearly concurrently in other large eitiss,

It is noteworthy that leading top-level military figures have
given apeeches and published articles urging increased attention to
eivil defense during 1956 and 1957. 12/ Reserve officers and non~
commissioned efficers have been urged to assist DOSAAF in the past, 13/
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The present srtiele speeifies that assistsnce should be sought from

raserve and retirad genersls, It thus appears that the ¢urrent clvil

defense campaign has the full support of the military and that other-

wise inactive generals will take part in the eivil defense program to furnish
presiige and leadership for an expanding training program. They will

} _ slso be better nrepared for sotive lesdership in case of future emergency

when they nmight be called on to perform dutles related to oivil defense

in the msone of the interior.
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